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C o l l e c t i o n s

or bibliophiles with a thirst for classic literature and rare first editions, The
Book Collector and The Old Tin-Soldier Shoppe is their shrine. Owners
James and Carol Taylor recently packed up their costly collection and
moved from Rice Village to South Shepherd, where they've taken up residence in a former firehouse. Their rarefied English-style bookstore is stocked
with modern firsts by important writers from the '20s, '30s and '40s, as well as
4,000 leather-bound antiquarian books, a weighty collection of children's storybooks and a mother lode of reference books on antiques covering everything from
blue-and-white pottery to colonial ironwork. Ask James if you can look at his modern first edition of Hemingway's In Our Time — but promise to be careful, as the
asking price is a cool $21,000. Open Savrola: A Tale of the Revolution in
Laurania, Winston Churchill's first book, with kid gloves; inside you'll discover a
handwritten inscription by the author. While the oldest book here dates back to
1670 [Sylva Sylvarum by Sir Francis Bacon), you can find a historically significant
first edition of Uncle Tom's Cabin, too. Serious toy-soldier collectors, take note:
James is selling several sets of soldiers made in France, owned by the late Malcolm
Forbes and authenticated by Christie's. The Book Collector and The Old Tin-Soldier
Shoppe, 4106 S. Shepherd, 713.661.2665. Laurann Claridge
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Mod Squad. Houston Mod — a new
nonprofit organization made up of architects, historians, designers and others
devoted to promoting the preservation
and appreciation of modern architecture
in Houston and around Texas — makes
its debut with a free lecture by noted
architect William F. Stern (Stern and
Bucek Architects) on Thursday, August
21. Stern led a team in the renovation
of the Contemporary Arts Museum in
1997 and is currently in the process of
preserving the Menil House. The Houston
Mod lecture begins at 7:30 pm at
Lawndale Art Center, 4912 Main Street,
following a 6:30 pm reception at Ray +
Hollington Architects, 4916 Main Street.
For information, call Sally Joyce at
71 3.824.4029 or visit
www. houstonmod .org.
Psst ... Hailing from rural Texas then
hobnobbing with the boldfaces of NYC,
gossip columnist and author Liz Smith will
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chitchat in H-town Wednesday,
September 3, at the Hobby Center for
the Performing Arts. The one-night-only
gabfest i.« part of Broadway in Houston's
"Up Close" series. The dish will be
served, starting at 7:30 pm. Tickets
from $25, through Ticketmaster or the
Hobby Center box office. Information
71 3.629.3700, www.broadway
acrossamerica .com.
Wild Child. It's going to be a jungle
out there Saturday, September 20, when
The Children's Museum of Houston holds
"Where The Wild Things Are," a gala
inspired by the Maurice Sendak classic
of the same name. The event, which
benefits the museum, will begin at 7 pm
at the Verizon Theater, with eats by
A Fare Extraordinaire. Chairmen Karen
and Eric Pulaski and Andrea Minnis.
Individual tickets from $ 1,000, tables
from $5,000. Information
713.522.1138, ext. 216.

